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Dear Friends Sunday 30" January

Life at the school has been so busy I've hardly had time to put ‘pen to paper (?fingers to
keyboard?) to update everyone on our various activities since the John Atkin workshop in early
November.

Most exciting in the near future is the new Studies from the life model class, which Damien Lucas
will teach Friday mornings — starting with a portrait study. This should be a challenge for any of
you who have a fascination with portraiture. After well on 8 years studying with Tom and
completing his degree at the NAS, Damien is well place to take on this program. He and Bernice
Lowe will also teach the Drawing for Sculpture class on Tuesday evenings starting on Feb 15"
The 2005 series of regular classes started yesterday with lots of energy and enthusiasm

The last 3 months:

The John Atkin workshop coincided with his visit
to Australia from the UK for Sculpture by the Sea.
John took an intensive drawing and sculpture
making class in which he challenged us to look in
terms of intersecting planes derived from points of
significance of the life figure. This culminated in a

; : 3-D construction of a highly
abstract nature. Our minds
were literally pulled in different
directions as we moved into a
way of drawing and
construction. We were being shown another way of seeing. Such new
experiences have an interesting way of opening parts of the brain that allow
creative ideas to flow. Fused with the fundamental teaching that we
experience at the school they can lead to new perception and add to the
library of information that we build up as a result of our studies.

Following this workshop we were thrust into a frenzy of activity in preparations
for the end of year Student exhibition, the January Summers School, the
Sculpture 2005 exhibition and the 2005 new school year. With so much
administrative work surrounding all of these events we are often amazed that
Tom managed the school single handed for so many years. Certainly having become incorporated
has added layers of complexity that a ‘one-man’ bureaucracy does not have to deal with.

Hopefully you made it to the Annual
Student Exhibition — there were so
many wonderful works | can’t show them
all here but with our newly launched
website being constantly added to we
hope to have more images up in the near
future. We were honoured to have
Councillor Marcelle Hoff from the City of
Sydney Council speak at the exhibition
and show so much enthusiasm for what
we are doing at the school .




January was an intense time at the school with the Summer school, affectionately called Italy in
Erskineville to remind you that you can come and have a wonderful experience and save the
airfare. We ran a workshop intensive with Damien Lucas, a carving workshop and a one day life
study class with Tom. All were highly successful and everyone had a wonderful time. Once again
we had Paul Hopmeier as a guest teacher for the

carving class. Paul is a very popular guest teacher -

he fits in well with the ethos of the school

The Summer school program coincided with the

Sculpture 2005 exhibition which showed works of

graduates and nominated senior students of the

school. Sculpture 2005 is a series of exhibitions of

sculpture during January, showing works in close to

20 galleries throughout Sydney. It was exciting for us

to be part of it and a wonderful opportunity to showcase the excellent work that comes out of the
school

The People have chosen well. There were many close seconds and thirds for the People’s
choice at each of the exhibitions. The winning sculptures were:

At the Annual Student Exhibition: For Sculpture 2005:
Mark Baxter: Boneform Ingrid Morley: Pru

Ingrid’s work of Pru is the direct outcome of the life study she did when she was with Tom in the
mid 90’s.

“The life study is a learning process through which we acquiring knowledge and the ability to see
and to recognise the value of form and the unique quality of form. This learning leads to the
capacity to translate what is seen and understood into the language of sculpture and to create
sculpture.” (Tom Bass) Pru represents Ingrid’s creation in which she has put together in her own
individual way, speaking in her own unique language, what she learned at the school, using what
she had learned in the life study as a vehicle for what she wanted to express.

We are now into the 2005 year of regular classes and we hope you will come to classes or to visit
the school or support us in whatever way you can. We are keen to continue to develop interesting
programs throughout the year. You can help the school by telling others about us.

Kind Regards

Margo Hoekstra Chairperson BSSS Inc



